
SNOHOMISH COUNTY 
CONSERVATION FUTURES PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD 

 
Thursday, June 25th 2020 - REGULAR MEETING  

5:30 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. 
Location: Zoom Meeting: [Link: https://zoom.us/j/99162240363] Login starting 

5:15 pm 
 

Members Present: County Council Member Stephanie Wright, County Council Member Sam 
Low, County Executive Representative Ken Klein, Large City Representative Kyoko 
Matsumoto-Wright, Small City Representative Carla Nichols, and Community Representative 
Mark Spada 
 
Members Absent: Community Representative Mark Craven 
 
Staff: Kye Iris, Sharon Swan and David McConnell 
 
Guests Present: Denise Johns, Senior Parks Planner, City of Monroe; Tom Teigen, Director, 
Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism; Dan Rankin, Mayor of 
Darrington; Susan Melrose, Senior Project Manager, Community Development, Forterra NW; 
Ann Darlington, President, Friends of Heybrook Ridge; Darcey Hughes, Forterra NW; Kevin 
Teague, Senior Planner, Snohomish County Parks, Recreation & Tourism; Thomas Hartzell, 
Senior Planner, Snohomish County Parks, Recreation & Tourism; Vence Wong, Forterra NW.  

 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER                 Chairperson 
 

Board Chair Sam Low called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. 
 

B. INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS                   Board 
 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES           Board 
1. February 25, 2020 Regular Meeting 

 
Board Member Stephany Wright moved to approve the February 25, 2020 regular meeting minutes 
as written. Board Member Carla Nichols seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (See 
Attachment 1.) 

 
D. PUBLIC COMMENT                 Board 

 
Board Chair Sam Low asked for public comments. No comments were offered at the meeting. 

 
E. STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS                  Kye Iris 

 
Staff Member Kye Iris updated the Board on the current status of ongoing Conservation Futures 
funded projects. Discussion followed. (See Attachment 2.) 

 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/99162240363


F. DISCUSSION ITEMS          Sharon Swan 
1. Code Change 

 
Staff Member Sharon Swan summarized proposed code changes. Ms. Swan reported that 
Snohomish County Code currently allows for 15% of the total funding collected per year to be 
used for operations and maintenance purposes. State law recently changed to allow counties to 
spend up to 25% of annual funding collected for operations and maintenance. The proposed 
code change is an administrative change to make the county code align with current state law. 
The County currently uses approximately 15% of allowable funding for maintenance and 
operation of county owned Conservation Futures funded properties and does not see an 
immediate need to increase that amount, but may choose to do so in the future. This code 
change will allow an increase to be possible if needed. Discussion followed. 

 
2. Available Fund Balance for Potential Grant Distribution 

 
Staff Member Sharon Swan updated the Board on the current Conservation Futures Fund 
balance. The Board has $2,247,361.86 to allocate for 2020 grant proposals. The total grant 
funding request for all submitted projects is $2,637,571.36. Discussion followed. 

 
G. APPLICATION PRESENTATIONS          Board 
 

Board Chair Sam Low asked Staff if they had any guidelines or recommendations for the Board 
when scoring projects. Staff referred the Board to the scoring guidelines in their packets. Also, Staff 
Member Sharon Swan provided a project scoring tool for application scores to be loaded into. Ms. 
Swan let the board know that they could use the tool to adjust their scores and to make their final 
project ranking. Discussion followed. 
 
Board Chair Sam Low called for presentations to begin and reminded the Board and presenters that 
presentations should be 10 minutes and that there would be 5 minutes for questions after each 
presentation. 

 
1. CF20-03 Darrington Recreation Connection Project Dan Rankin, Mayor of Darrington 

$157,000.00 (See Attachment 3) 
 

Dan Rankin, Mayor of the Town of Darrington, and Susan Melrose, Senior Project Manager, 
Community Development, Forterra NW presented the Darrington Connection Project. The 
property is 94 acres in total, with 30 acres to be acquired using Conservation Futures Program 
funding. According to botanist Mignonne Bivin from North Cascades National Park, this site is 
one of the farthest west stands of quaking aspen and this ecosystem may have been more 
widespread before European development in Western Washington. The site historically was 
used by Native American tribes as a stopping off point as they moved east and west for trade 
over the Cascade Mountains. The site is mostly forested with wetlands, currently zoned 
industrial and bisects the Whitehorse Trail. 
 
Forterra NW, a Washington nonprofit corporation, is holding an option for the purchase of the 
project site at a purchase price fixed at $400,000. Forterra intends to retain the option until the 
Town has secured adequate funding for the project. Forterra and the Town have in turn entered 
into an Assignment Agreement pursuant to which Forterra has agreed to assign its rights under 
the option contract to the Town so that the Town can acquire the property directly from the 
current owner. This project would create a long desired opportunity to connect the Whitehorse 
Trail to the Whitehorse Community Park. The current owner intends to keep land in timber 



production, but a new owner could opt to develop site. 
 
The proposed use for the site is to develop a green minded industrial center for wood products 
and education, to be named the Darrington Wood Innovation Center. The project sponsors 
propose to set aside 30 acres of the 94 total acres for conservation and passive recreation. If 
acquired, The Town will create a trail connection between the Whitehorse Trail and Whitehorse 
Community Park. Other linkages include a possible link to North Mountain Bike Complex and a 
1 mile ride to the nearby Whitehorse Community Park. Education partnerships are also planned 
with Glacier Peak Institute and local schools. 
 
The funding request for this project is $157,000 dollars and there is project match funding in the 
amount of $326,106 dollars. Discussion followed. 
 
The Board had no questions on this project. 

 
2. CF20-05 Tillman Farm Conservation Easement Darcey Hughes, Forterra $300,000.00 (See 

Attachment 4.) 
 

Darcey Hughes, Title, Director of Conservation Transactions, Forterra NW, presented the 
Tillman Farm Conservation Easement project. The Tillman Farm is a 329.4 acre historic family 
farm and produces crops which include corn, peas, and strawberries, hay and silage for 300 
head of dairy cows. The farm infrastructure includes barns, a garage, a residence, a shed, a 
shop, milking parlors, silos, and other infrastructure capable of supporting dairy operations. The 
farm has 85% prime farmland soils or soils of statewide significance, and the property includes 
substantial water rights, which will be secured along with the land to ensure farming is viable on 
the site into the future. The farm is the last of this size in the Stillaguamish River Valley. 
 
The owner and his family are retiring from agriculture and the farm is in danger of being 
converted inti non-farm uses. The farm is zoned R5 and may well be developed if not preserved 
by a conservation easement. Such an easement will fairly compensates the Tillman family for 
the development value they would be removing, but also makes the land more affordable to the 
next generation of farmers if and when the family wishes to sell their farm. The conservation 
easement, once acquired, will extinguish 63 development rights and retain 3. Forterra NW will 
retain the conservation easement in perpetuity. 
 
The funding request for this project is $300,000 and there is project match funding in the 
amount of $2,263,300 from two grants. 
 
Following the presentation, members of the Board asked questions. Board Chair Sam Low 
asked about the process of applying for funding through the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS). Ms. Hughes replied that the application process through NRCS for funding can 
be painfully slow and difficult and that in the end this funding source may not be a good fit for 
the project. She went on to explain that she would also seek direct funding through the 
Washington State Conservation Commission and was exploring how to seek funding. 
Discussion followed this question. 
 
Board Chair Sam Low asked how long the funding that Forterra NW has secured for the project 
to date would last. Ms. Hughes replied that Forterra NW had just signed a funding agreement 
with Forterra the Washington State Recreation Conservation Office (RCO) and that the funding 
would last through the end of 2022. 
 



Board Member Ken Klein commented that County Executive Dave Sommers supports this 
project and that the land owner had several options to sell the property. He asked Ms. Hughes 
to describe the land owner’s timeline. Ms. Hughes replied that she had been in regular 
communication with the owner Mr. Tillman but had not spoken recently due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. She was aware that he was exploring his options on how to sell his property and she 
wanted to work with him to secure grant funding and enter into a purchase and sale agreement. 
Board Member Klein then briefed Board on the potential development of an agro-village project 
on property as an alternative route for Mr. Tillman. Discussion followed. 

 
3. CF20-09 East Monroe Heritage Site Denise Johns, Senior Park Planner $250,000.00 (See 

Attachment 5) 
 

Denise Johns, Senior Park Planner, City of Monroe, presented the East Monroe Heritage Site. 
The site is 42.83 acres and includes unique features such as a 210 foot tall bluff, a salmon 
bearing oxbow channel, riparian wetlands, high quality salmon spawning and rearing habitat 
and the capacity for floodwater storage during high flow events. 
 
The current owner purchased the property with the intent of developing the site for commercial 
use due to its proximity to downtown Monroe and visibility along U.S. Highway 2. A clearing and 
grading application has been submitted to the City of Monroe. If approved the seller plans to fill 
11 acres of upland habitat to bring the site out of the floodplain. This would entail an estimated 
60,000 cubic yards, 6,000 truckloads, to fill in the 11 acres. 
 
The City is seeking to preserve the property as open space, provide interpretive signs, wildlife 
observation trails, and parking for the public. A trail system will connect the Monroe Heritage 
Site with the 90-acre Al Borlin Park located southwest of the property at the confluence of 
Woods Creek and the Skykomish River. Further downstream Al Borlin Park connects with the 
32-acre Sky River Park. The three-park network provides for diverse recreation uses while 
conserving critical landscapes for the benefit of people, plants and wildlife. The site is ideal for 
passive recreation including bird watching, wildlife viewing and interpretive trails. The City is 
proposing to design and construct a small parking lot for access. Development will support an 
appropriate level of public access to the property such as natural trails to provide wildlife 
viewing, and interpretive signs to educate the community on the importance of off channel 
habitat. Through the City’s parks and public works department the City could partner with 
educators from Monroe, Sultan and surrounding communities to coordinate service learning 
projects for students and teachers. 
 
The funding request for this project is $250,000 and there is project match funding in the 
amount of $500,000 from a previous Conservation Futures program award. The City estimates 
that approximately $1,550,000 will be needed to complete the project. 
 
After the presentation, Board Chair Sam Low asked Ms. Johns about the previous $500,000 in 
Conservation Futures program funding awarded for this project in 2018 and for an update on the 
acquisition of the property. Ms. Johns replied that the property owner had determined a different 
property value for the site than the City had. Also, the property owner was unsuccessful in 
rezoning the property and his grading permit was about to expire. She explained that the owner 
is still a willing seller, but the disagreement over the value of the property is the obstacle in 
completing the transaction. Discussion followed. 

 
4. CF20-06 Chase Properties, Addition to Heybrook Ridge County Park Kevin Teague, Snohomish 

County Parks & Ann Darlington, President of Friends of Heybrook Ridge $209,500.00 (See 



Attachment 6.) 
 

Kevin Teague, Senior Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism, presented the Chase Properties Addition to Heybrook Ridge County Park project. The 
property is 16 acres consisting of 100 year old mixed forest on the top of Heybrook Ridge. The 
forest is made up of primarily native evergreen trees including Douglas Fir, Western Hemlock 
and Western Red Cedar. There are a few native deciduous trees primarily on the south forest 
edge along the power line easement. Those are mostly Big Leaf Maples with a few Red Alder 
interspersed. The great appeal to purchasing this property is that it adjoins Heybrook Ridge 
County Park. 
 
There is a potential threat of the three parcels as the Town of Index is in a growth phase as 
more people discover the area and seek to acquire and build vacation properties. The 
acquisition of three contiguous 5.3 acre parcels, for a total of 16 acres, at the top and 
descending down the north side of Heybrook Ridge are intended to provide new trail 
opportunities and viewpoints to the west and north that will help disperse visitors who now 
experience crowding at the single trail destination, the south viewpoint now established at the 
top of the ridge. A new, short side-trail loop, heading southwest from the main trail would 
provide access to the new area. 
 
The funding request for this project is $209,500 and there is no match funding for this project. 
 
After the presentation, members of the Board commented that Heybrook Ridge was a beautiful 
site and that this was a great proposed addition to the existing park. 

 
5. CF20-01 Brekhus Riverfront Thomas Hartzell, Snohomish County Parks $55,349.36 (See 

Attachment 7.) 
 

Thomas Hartzell, Senior Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism, presented the Brekhus Riverfront project. The site is 26.42 acres and is a working farm 
that produces hay for livestock and local dairies. The farm has been owned and operated by the 
Brekhus family as a working dairy farm for 150 years. The site offers passive recreational 
fishing, riparian habitat, and 2,500 linear feet of shoreline including the riverbed. 
 
Mr. Brekhus and his family have retired from farming and are committed to seeing the farm 
remain in open space. This property preserves open space for public access and salmon 
restoration while also preserving trees that have been planted on the property and agricultural 
land in the short term (minimum 5 years). Mr. Brekhus has requested that the current 
agricultural lease continue while restoration is being pursued and the potential to continue 
agricultural production on a portion of the property, with future restoration, will be explored. 
Future restoration will be designed to incorporate continued public access and the shoreline and 
upland areas may be enhanced to support salmon recovery. 
 
The funding request for this project is $55,349.36 and there is no match funding for the project. 
However, Mr. Brekhus Landowner is willing to sell for the Open Space assessed value which is 
deeply reduced. Market value of the site is estimated to be $200,000 higher than the agreed 
selling price. 
 
After the presentation, Board Chair Sam Low commented that the proposed acquisition was a 
great project and a great value for the public. 

 



 
6. CF20-04 Bear Creek Headwaters Kevin Teague, Snohomish County Parks $381,250.00 (See 

Attachment 8.) 
 

Kevin Teague, Senior Park Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism, presented the Bear Creek Headwaters project. The proposed acquisition will acquire 
10 acres of a 15 acre parcel and is highly sensitive wetlands that comprise the headwaters of 
Bear Creek. This property is located directly adjacent to the Paradise Valley Conservation Area 
(PVCA) and will contribute to the habitat values provided by the 793 of that property. 
 
The prospect of development on this site is limited due to the sensitive nature of the wetlands. 
However, the current zoning does allow for the property to be subdivided if a developer was 
willing to mitigate for the impacts to the wetlands. 
 
Acquisition will preserve this wetland area and also satisfy a conversion determination by the 
Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) that requires replacement of 7.5 acres of property 
utilized by Farmer Frog for agriculture on the PVCA site. This acquisition should partially, if not 
completely, satisfy this replacement land requirement, subject to appraisals and RCO approval. 
 
The funding request for this project is $381,250 and there is no match funding for this project. 
 
The Board had no questions on this project. 

 
7. CF20-02 Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection Thomas Hartzell, Snohomish County 

Parks $341,250.00 (See Attachment 9.) 
 

Thomas Hartzell, Senior Park Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism, presented the Catherine Creek – Centennial Trail Connection project. The 
proposed acquisition is comprised of 42.5 acres of sensitive wetlands that drain from Lake 
Cassidy and feed Catherine Creek, a stream that supports resident cutthroat trout, Coho 
salmon, and the following threatened species: Bull Trout, Winter Steelhead, and Summer 
Steelhead. 
 
Current zoning allows for the property to be subdivided and cluster development may be 
possible. Acquisition of this property will prevent future development and, by doing so, provide 
long-term protection of a significant portion of the Catherine Creek watershed. 
 
The goals of this acquisition include protection of sensitive habitat, and connectivity from the 
Centennial Trail to the state owned 163 Corson Natural Area preserve. This acquisition is a 
phased approach, with the phase two property in a later Conservation Futures grant cycle. The 
owner owns 97 acres that he wishes to sell to the County. The project when complete would 
create a 260 acre nature preserve when phases 1 and 2 are acquired. 
 
The funding request for this project is $341,250 and there is no match funding for the project. 
 
There were no questions from the Board for this project. 

 
8. CF20-07 Laz Property, Addition to Flowing Lake Park Kevin Teague, Snohomish County Parks 

$643,000.00 (See Attachment 10.) 
 

Kevin Teague, Senior Park Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and 



Tourism, presented the Laz Property Addition to Flowing Lake County Park project. The 
property is 28 acres and is a portion of the former Flowing Lake Golf Course. The property is 
contiguous to the park on two of its boundaries. The property was once selectively cleared to 
create the golf course but stands of native trees remain interspersed throughout the grassy 
open areas once used as golf fairways. The large evergreen trees are predominantly Douglas 
Fir and Western Red Cedar. There are several small ponds and drainage ways that add to the 
picturesque quality of this landscape. The only structure within the area that is being acquired is 
a pedestrian bridge spanning a pond. This property is grassy, pasture-like open space with 
groupings of predominantly native second growth evergreen trees. There is also a mix of native 
deciduous trees and some deciduous understory plants. The grass areas used to be golf 
fairways but have not been mowed as such for many years. Now the owner grazes cattle on the 
property.  
 
The Owner would like the land to be preserved in open space. The owner has received inquiries 
from potential developers to develop the site for residential housing. Purchasing this property 
will protect it from being developed into a single-family housing development and the land will 
be included with Flowing Lake Park and preserved as open space. The Parks Department 
proposes to use the acquisition to expand recreational opportunities at the existing park and to 
take pressure off of Flowing Lake, the main day use feature of the park. 
 
The funding request for this project is $643,000 and there is no match funding for the project. 
 
Following the presentation, Board Member Ken Klein asked about the zoning of the site and 
also the surrounding land uses of the site. Mr. Teague answered that the site is zoned R5, small 
lots and clustered developments and noted that there have been several housing developments 
in the immediate area. 
 
Board Chair Sam Low asked how many acres the site was and if it was 1 or multiple parcels. 
Mr. Teague replied that the site was 1, 28 acre parcel. Staff Member Kye Iris added that a 
boundary line adjustment would be needed to segregate the parcel. 

 
9. CF20-08 Regional Trail Inholdings Kevin Teague, Snohomish County Parks $300,000.00 (See 

Attachment 11.) 
 

Kevin Teague, Senior Park Planner, Snohomish County Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism, presented the Regional Trail Inholdings project. This project proposal if funded could 
acquire up to 30 acres of property inholdings along several trail corridors in the planning or 
development stages. These trail corridors, Monroe to the south County line and Everett to 
Snohomish, are almost entirely held in public ownership with the exception of several privately 
owned inholdings. These inholdings have been identified as a high priority for acquisition as the 
County prepares for future design and construction phases of these vital regional trail systems. 
 
Failure to acquire inholdings in each of the trail corridors will result in the need to reroute a trail 
and may result in a trail not being built. The goal of this project is to identify and acquire all 
private inholdings by negotiating with willing landowners within these corridors. If successful, 
this project will provide a contiguous regional trail corridor under public ownership. These 
private inholdings have been identified as critical junctions necessary to move to design and 
construction phases. This project bank funding for purchase of in-holding properties along 
corridor as they become available. 
 
The funding request for this project is $300,000 and there is no match funding for this project. 



 
After the presentation Board Chair Sam Low asked whether there was a negotiated price for 
Golden Eagle Farms. Mr. Teague replied no, Parks Staff are beginning negotiations with the 
land owners. Staff Member Kye Iris confirmed that Parks was preparing to contact the land 
owner. 
 
Board Member Carla Nichols commented that the regional trails in Snohomish County have a 
huge positive impact on the community and are very popular and the looks forward to the 
completion of the trail corridors described in this project proposal. 
 
Board Member Ken Klein asked about the Snohomish to Everett trail and wondered if BNSF is 
the owner of one of the properties along that corridor. Mr. Teague replied that the BNSF 
property was located within the City of Everett, so the City would be working to acquire that 
segment of the trail corridor. 

 
H. BREAK FOR BOARD MEMBER SCORING         Board 

 
After hearing grant presentations, the Board deliberated.  
 
I. APPLICATION REVIEW                                    Staff/Board 

 
Following deliberations, the Board ranked the project proposals in order of priority and made a 
recommendation for grant funding to be forwarded to the Snohomish County Council for consideration. 
(See Attachment 12.) 
 
Board Member Stephanie Wright moved that the top 5 ranked projects be funded. Board Member Ken 
Klein seconded, the vote was unanimous and the motion carried.  
 
The top 5 ranked projects were Brekhus Riverfront, Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection, 
Darrington Recreation Connection, Tillman Farm Conservation Easement, and the Regional Trail 
Inholdings. (See attachment 12.) 

 
J. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD                    Board 

 
Board Member Carla thanked all of the presenters for their efforts and asked that at the next meeting, 
the Board and Staff revisit how grant presentations are structures so that they are not a recitation of the 
same information as the grant applications. Staff agreed to add this to the next meeting agenda. 

 
K. ADJOURN                         Chairperson 

 
Board Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:08 PM. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1 –  February 25, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 
Attachment 2 –  Conservation Futures Project Status Report 
Attachment 3 –  CF20-03 Darrington Recreation Connection 
Attachment 4 –  CF20-05 Tillman Farm Conservation Easement 
Attachment 5 –  CF20-09 East Monroe Heritage Site 
Attachment 6 –  CF20-06 Chase Properties, Addition to Heybrook Ridge County Park 
Attachment 7 –  CF20-01 Brekhus Riverfront 



Attachment 8 –  CF20-04 Bear Creek Headwaters 
Attachment 9 –  CF20-02 Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection 
Attachment 10 –  CF20-07 Laz Property, Addition to Flowing Lake Park 
Attachment 11 –  CF20-08 Regional Trail Inholdings 
Attachment 12 –  CFPA Board 2020 Funding Recommendation to SCC 
 
 

WHERE TO GET COPIES OF DOCUMENTS AND WEBSITE ACCESS: Please check www.snohomishcountywa.gov for 
additional information or the Snohomish County Department of Parks and Recreation, Reception Desk, 6705 Puget Park Drive, 
Snohomish. For more information, call Dave McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org. 

 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE: Snohomish County facilities are accessible. The county strives to provide 
access and services to all members of the public. Sign language interpreters and communication materials in alternate form will 
be provided upon advance request of one calendar week. Dave McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at 
david.mcconnell@snoco.org. 

  

http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org
mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org


Attachment 1 – February 25, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

  











Attachment 2 – Conservation Futures Project Status Report 
 

  





Attachment 3 – CF20-03 Darrington Recreation Connection 
 

  



























































































































































































Attachment 4 – CF20-05 Tillman Farm Conservation Easement 
 

  

























































Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before I open to questions, I want to offer a quote from Don: Go ahead or you will get behind, there is no standing still.

The same is true in farmland conservation. Either we step up now to protect the property, or it will be the next victim to ever-increasing development in the area. Doing nothing, in this case, is standing still.

Thank you, and I look forward to your questions.






































































Attachment 5 – CF20-09 East Monroe Heritage Site 
 

  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The property is located on the eastern edge of the City of Monroe state route 2, bnrr, the Skykomish river and adjacent to the 90-acre Al Borlin Park wand confluence of the Skykomish River and Woods Creek.








Presenter
Presentation Notes

Zoned limited open space, the 5 parcels totals approximately 43 acres. It is relatively flat and characterized by an oxbow channel.  Vegetation  on the property  is primarily pasture grasses, and invasive species.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The five contiguous parcels under a single ownership  is owned by a private party and the city has received a Landowner acknowledgment and is a willing, motivated seller.






Presenter
Presentation Notes
The City is proposing a fee-simple acquisition of the property, the entire 5 parcels.



Presenter
Presentation Notes

The City of Monroe is seeking to preserve the property as open space and provide interpretive features, wildlife observation trails, and parking for the public. 








Presenter
Presentation Notes
The city of Monroe will be responsible for managing the site. 

Parks and Recreation Department is to manage parks, provide recreation services, implement and maintain trails, and greenways, and resource management of the community..

The city will continue to partner with the Snohomish Conservation District, Snohomish County and the Department of Fish and Wildlife for ongoing stewardship programs including control of noxious weeds and salmon recovery efforts.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The appraised property value is $2,800,000
On 2018, the city was awarded $500,000 from Snohomish County Conservation Futures Funds to purchase the property.

The City is continuing its efforts to secure grant funding. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The site has a direct connection to the Skykomish River, provides storage for floodwaters, and off-channel refuge for juvenile fish.  

The site has approximately 7 acres of wetlands which are hydraulically connected to a surface fed stream, oxbow channel and the Skykomish River.  

Acquiring this property creates the opportunity to reconnect off-channel habitats, increase wetland functions, reconnect floodplains and reduce impervious surfaces which are the highest priories for ecological recovery in the main stem.









Presenter
Presentation Notes
The current owner of the site purchased the property with the intent of developing the site for commercial use due to its proximity to downtown Monroe and visibility along U.S. Highway 2. Monroe is experiencing rapid growth, the population has more than tripled its population in thirty years.


The property owner is not prepared to postpone development activity while the City seeks funding to purchase the property. If the seller is able to obtain permits, developers will be eager to purchase the property.

Open spaces within the City limits are scarce. An opportunity for the City to preserve an open space of this size that provides quality off-channel habitat is extremely rare.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Preservation of the property would include future trail development with connections to Al Borlin and Skykomish river parks

The opportunity for a 4-park linkage creates a riparian shoreline passage for wildlife and enhances a healthy fish transport zone.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acquisition of this site would fill approximately 10% of the additional acres of resource conservancy land needed to meet Snohomish County’s targeted level of service.

The Snohomish River Conservation Plan recommends acquiring properties to prevent further floodplain development, to protect off-channel habitats where they are not currently protected.

The Puget Sound Partnership 2016 Action Agenda recommends protecting and conserving ecologically important lands at risk of conversion to more intensive uses to protect priority habitat for threated and endangered species.
.

Monroe Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan includes several trail networks leading to the East Monroe Heritage Site.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Snohomish River Conservation Plan lists this project and recommends acquiring properties to prevent further floodplain development or fill and to protect off-channel habitats

The Puget Sound Partnership 2016 Action Agenda recommends acquiring rural and agricultural lands with opportunities to protect and provide access to priority habitat for threated and endangered species.

Forterra’s Skykomish Basin Land Protection Assessment and Mapping Project identifies the Heritage Site as “high value/high threat” and recommends acquisition of the site.

The city received over 25 letters of support from surrounding property owners to preserve the property.  

Paul Anderson, formerly with the Department of Ecology, has publicly stated that the conversion of the property from open space to commercial/retail use would be a significant loss.   




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The major factor contributing to the decline of habitat conditions in the main stem is the expansion of urban and rural development.  Acquisition of this property will halt further expansion of urban development protecting critical salmon habitat.  





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Preservation  of open space and resource conservancy land is listed as a goal in both the City of Monroe and Snohomish County Park and Rec Plans.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The property is located adjacent to the 90-acre Al Borlin Park within walking distance of existing trails and open space amenities serving Monroe city residents and is served by local transit along the us 2 corridor. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes


The park will remain essentially unimproved and development will be limited to support public access such as natural trails to provide wildlife viewing, interpret the off-channel habitat environment and experience a unique recreation opportunity to view and understand the importance of off-channel habitat. 






Presenter
Presentation Notes

The Snohomish River Basin Conservation Plan repeatedly mentions the importance of off-channel habitat and the effects a preserved oxbow can have on salmon populations.  Restoration of the nearly ¾  mile oxbow channel is a prime opportunity to increase habitat value for listed specie.










http://www.snohomishcountywa.gov/141/Conservation-Futures-Program-Advisory-Bo
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=84.34.230
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/SnohomishCounty/
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mailto:david.mcconnell@snoco.org
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=84.34.210
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=64.04.130
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=84.34.250
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Attachment 6 – CF20-06 Chase Properties, Addition to Heybrook Ridge County Park 
 

  













































































Attachment 7 – CF20-01 Brekhus Riverfront 
 

  





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mr. Brekhus is generously offering to donate the majority of this family legacy riverfront farm parcel as his gift to the public for preservation of passive recreational fishing access, salmon habitat and farming in perpetuity.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Specific plans for the property have not yet been developed however and will be based upon feasibility of salmon restoration, public access, and continued agricultural use, while adhering to the intent of the Conservation Futures program and site restrictions.






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fishermen have had access to this stretch of river by permission from the current landowner.  Because the seller owns the bedlands of the river, fishermen would not have not have access to this stretch of river if the properties transfers into private ownership.  It is quite unusual for a stretch of river to be privately held.  Adding this stretch of river for fishing access will keep open an opportunity that would otherwise be lost.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mr. Brekhus worked with Snohomish County Public Works Surface Water Management and Cascade Land Conservancy to establish an easement to allow reconnection of a side channel to increase floodplain habitat for this purpose.  We refer to this project as the North Meander Project.  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The mainstream Stillaguamish has very limited floodplain habitat for fish.  All fish born and raised in the North Fork and South Fork Stillaguamish pass through Cook Slough and the old Stillaguamish Channel adjacent to it.  Fish need these areas to escape predators and grow to a size that they will be better able to survive in the Ocean and return to the river to reproduce




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The mainstream Stillaguamish has very limited floodplain habitat for fish.  All fish born and raised in the North Fork and South Fork Stillaguamish pass through Cook Slough and the old Stillaguamish Channel adjacent to it.  Fish need these areas to escape predators and grow to a size that they will be better able to survive in the Ocean and return to the river to reproduce. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provide open space and natural areas with appropriate public access to promote understanding and support of the natural environment and the benefits these lands provide.  

Natural features, open space and critical areas shall be preserved to enhance neighborhood identity.  

Identify and protect open space, natural and scenic resources and shoreline areas. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listed Puget Sound Chinook habitat is identified at this location on WDFW’s Salmonscape database. Salmon and steelhead throughout Puget Sound will benefit from permanent protection of this stretch of river. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fishermen have had access to this stretch of river by permission from the current landowner.  Because the seller owns the bedlands of the river, fishermen would not have not have access to this stretch of river if the properties transfers into private ownership.  It is quite unusual for a stretch of river to be privately held.  Adding this stretch of river for fishing access will keep open an opportunity that would otherwise be lost.




































Attachment 8 – CF20-04 Bear Creek Headwaters 
 

  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introducing the Bear Creek Headwaters Wetland Project.

The goal of this project is multi-faceted.  
First, the acquisition of 10 acres adjacent to the  existing 793 acre preserve will provide additional protection for the Headwaters of Bear Creek, 
and second, this acquisition will allow the continuation of salmon friendly high intensity agricultural programs at the Lloyd Family Homestead through the public private partnership with Farmer Frog.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two Benefit to this Project Proposal
One – the acquisition of 10 intact high quality wetland acres adjacent to Paradise Valley Conservation Area
Second use this land as replacement property for the land being leased by Farmer Frog which will satisfy a requirement of RCO 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are proposing acquiring this land as open space, 
It is the Headwaters of Bear Creek
One of the most Productive wild salmon stream basins for
Puget Sound chinook, coho, sockeye kokanee
     priority habitat as mapped on WDFW SalmonScape Maps

This acquisition will allow continued use of Lloyd Homestead  for Farmer Frog Salmon friendly agricultural educational programs to continue




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regarding Development, 
The owner seeking to sell the property rather than challenge environmental hurdles
Zoned R-5—cluster development may be possible
This Acquisition would eliminate the possibility of higher density housing located adjacent to Bear Creek Headwaters
This property is Located in area which has been identified as highly beneficial to salmonids





Presenter
Presentation Notes
This project establishes a natural area linkage
It expands protection to adjacent wetlands providing a larger protected habitat area
Protection of Sensitive Area has been a priority to acquire since late 1990s




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This acquisition fits with a number of Long-range County priorities:
Expand protections to the existing preserve  
Provide open space and natural areas with appropriate public access  
Preserve Natural features, open space and critical areas to enhance neighborhood identity 
Identify and protect open space, natural and scenic resources and shoreline areas



Presenter
Presentation Notes
 This acquisition Meets Conservation Futures Program intent.  The RCW says:  Conservation futures are a useful tool for counties to preserve lands of public interest for future generations. Counties are encouraged to use some conservation futures as one tool for salmon preservation purposes. (RCW 84.34.24). 
The land will be Managed as a part of the Snohomish County Parks Paradise Valley Conservation Area
It will Allow Farmer Frog lease to continue to provide salmon friendly Agricultural Education to schools  as the original Loyd Family homestead family wished 
It will require Little Parks staff time to manage wetlands as they are essentially inaccessible 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This project will have regional significance by expanding conservation of significant intact natural resource corridor.  Recognized in the Bear Creek basin plan




Presenter
Presentation Notes
We look to our County General Policy Plan
GPP Goal PR5 - Provide open space and natural areas with appropriate public access to promote understanding and support of the natural environment and the benefits these lands provide.  
GPP Policy LU 5.A.8 - Natural features, open space and critical areas shall be preserved to enhance neighborhood identity.  
GPP Goal LU 10 - Identify and protect open space, natural and scenic resources and shoreline areas. 
Objective LU 10.A  - Identify and preserve an integrated open space network 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
  8. How does the project provide multi-jurisdictional benefit?  
Once again, the salmon that benefit from clean cool water that originates from the Headwaters of Bear Creek Watershed migrate to the Puget Sound and provide commercial and recreational fishing opportunity 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
By Providing replacement salmon habitat as required by RCO it will allow continued operation of Farmer frog on the Loyd Homestead.  The public benefit offered by the Farmer Frog lease is far reaching.  The public will not be able to access the proposed purchased land due to the fully saturated topography, however, they will benefit from the continuation of the Farmer Frog Program.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The multiple benefits of this project are clear—expand the Paradise Valley Conservation Area while  preserving the Lloyd Family dream of continuing their self sufficient farming legacy and perpetuating the public benefit of the Farmer Frog Program


































Attachment 9 – CF20-02 Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection 
 

  

























































Attachment 10 – CF20-07 Laz Property, Addition to Flowing Lake Park 
 

  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Laz property is adjacent to Flowing Lake Park and it is a portion of the old Flowing Lake Golf Course




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can see how the property adjoins the existing Park.  Mr. Laz is interested in segmenting off approximately 28 acres for sale to be added park



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The area will be segmented off of the north end of the former Golf Course



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.  To what degree does the acquired property preserve open space, farm and agricultural  land and timberlands? 
Purchasing thIs property would 
Preserve it for open spade and recreation
Provide  public use and access





Presenter
Presentation Notes
2. How does the project conserve opportunities which are otherwise threatened by development? 
One of the primary motivators for Mr. Laz is to preserve this land from development.  Currently there are small lot developments going in around the former Golf Course and he is contacted regularly by developers trying to get him to sell





Presenter
Presentation Notes
3. How does the project establish trail corridors and/or natural area linkage? 
The great appeal to purchasing this property is that it adjoins Flowing Lake Park on two of its boundaries. Acquiring this property expands hiking trail opportunities through and around Flowing Lake Park.  It introduces a nice variety once hikers come out of the forested area north of the park and enters the more open picturesque former golf course with its ponds and grassy meadows.  





Presenter
Presentation Notes
4. How does the project comprise a portion of a continuum of projects which collectively implement a complete project or objective?

This property is a valuable addition to the Flowing Lake Park.  The north 157 acres was purchased with Conservation Futures funds in 2014 so this acquisition comprises a continuation of Conservation Futures investment in Flowing Lake Park.   
 
The proposed acquisition supports several County identified long-term priorities, which are contained within Snohomish County’s Comprehensive  Plan and which together represent the plan for Snohomish County through 2035. The Snohomish County Comprehensive Plan is updated every eight years and identifies specific tools to achieve the long-term vision for the County. The Comprehensive Plan is developed through an extensive public process including public meetings, solicitation of input via websites, Planning Commission review and final adoption by the Snohomish County Council.
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
5. How does the project enhance or complement an ongoing conservation or preservation program? 
The proposed acquisition will ensure that this property is held in perpetuity as open space and for public benefit.  It creates an assemblage of over 222 acres of land.  As described in RCW 84.34.200. This acquisition meets the intent of the Conservation Futures Program by protecting “…open areas and spaces of varied size and character… having significant recreational, social, scenic, or esthetic values.” (Portion of RCW 84.34.200).





6. Will the project provide regional or community-wide significance? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
6. Will the project provide regional or community-wide significance? 
The proposed project has regional significance.  By adding these 28 acres to Flowing Lake Park, it becomes one of the larger Regional County Parks in the area at over 222 acres and expands the recreational opportunities for park visitors.  This addition will enhance the camping experience and potentially increase park revenues.  




Flowing Lake - Laz
7. How does the project comply with one or more open space program policies and criteria? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
7. How does the project comply with one or more open space program policies and criteria?  
complies with several County policies and criteria related to open space:




Presenter
Presentation Notes
9. How will the project provide for public use and enjoyment?  

The 28 acres is natural but was developed as a golf course.  It is beautiful with many large specimen trees, several small ponds and open grassy meadows.  People will enjoy hiking through the property and additionally using it as part of a disc golf course or other types of recreation within the more open areas of the property.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
10. Does this project represent a unique or special opportunity?  
Unique opportunity that
High value property
Adjacent to existing park to increase assemblage of open space
Great recreational potential
Not likely to be available again due to development pressure



 



































Attachment 11 – CF20-08 Regional Trail Inholdings 
 

  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The last project that I would like to talk about is the Regional trail inholding acquisition project

The goal of this project is set money aside so that when inholding properties come available and are negotiated, they can be purchased.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are primarily looking at acquiring properties within two trail corridors, first the Snoqualmie Valley Trail connection that travels south out of Monroe and will meet up with King County’s trail at the County line.  Secondly, the Everett to Snohomish corridor which is comprised primarily of an easement with PSE. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is the plan for the Snoqualmie Valley Trail with the sections in red being areas where we need to acquire land.  The yellow is primarily rail right of way that is now managed by Snohomish County.  There is also a section of unopened road right of way.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Zooming in, here are the properties that we have identified as important acquisitions
Sugg
Peoples Dairy
Carlson 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the Sugg property which we believe would eliminate the need to cross over Highway 203



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have identified that we would like to pursue a portion of the Peoples Creek Dairy property Where there is an underpass under 203 and then also the former rail corridor across the Carlson property



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looking at the Everett to Snohomish Corridor…..



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The yellow line is the PSE corridor which we are in the process of acquiring.  The red section is where we need to acquire access.  Once the trail reaches the City of Everett limits, they have plans to connect and extend the trail to Lowell River Front Trail 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a close up of the property that we are looking for in this corridor.  This is along the PSE powerlines and it meets the City of Everett limits on the west end.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.  To what degree does the acquired property preserve open space, farm and agricultural  land and timberlands? 
Purchasing this property would protect the contiguous corridor from future development conflicts and
It provides the opportunity to design and build these long awaited regional trail connection 

2. How does the project conserve opportunities which are otherwise threatened by development? 
It is the First necessary step to designing and building a regional trail.  
Without these parcels it will be necessary to re-routed the trails
Adding expense 
Extending timeline







Presenter
Presentation Notes
3. How does the project establish trail corridors and/or natural area linkage? 
We are specifically looking to purchase properties that are within the trail corridor from Duvall to Monroe and Snohomish to Lowell.  The Lowell trail will then connect into Everett’s future trail system. We are making steps to eliminate private inholdings within the entire Snohomish County system that will connect the Centennial and Snoqualmie Valley Trails north - south from Mount Vernon to Woodinville, and east – west from Everett to Duvall. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
4. How does the project comprise a portion of a continuum of projects which collectively implement a complete project or objective?
Removing inholdings completes trail corridors so that trails can be developed
Providing connecting trails is a goal of Snohomish County
The proposed acquisitions supports several County identified long-term priorities

5. How does the project enhance or complement an ongoing conservation or preservation program? 
These acquisitions will ensure that this property is held in perpetuity as open space and for public benefit, 
This acquisition meets the intent of the Conservation Futures Program by protecting “…open areas and spaces of varied size and character… having significant recreational, social, scenic, or esthetic values.” (Portion of RCW 84.34.20).







Presenter
Presentation Notes
6. Will the project provide regional or community-wide significance? 
Yes!  Connecting trails from the Centennial to Everett and the Interurban Trail as well as Snohomish to Monroe and then Monroe to the Snoqualmie Valley Trail being worked on by King County to the south




Presenter
Presentation Notes
8. How does the project provide multi-jurisdictional benefit?  
Developing regional trails will benefit surrounding jurisdictions and communities by allowing connections to their trail systems and aiding in the development of regional trail networks.
It will have a transportation benefit by allowing trail users to commute further distances and between jurisdictions 

9. How will the project provide for public use and enjoyment?  
Completed trail corridors will allow us to move forward with construction of these trails for the publics benefit  
Regional trails are some of our most popular park amenities 
Recreational benefit 
Physical fitness benefits
Transportation benefits






Presenter
Presentation Notes
10. Does this project represent a unique or special opportunity?  
Yes!  There is momentum building for these trails and land is available
We don’t want to miss the moment when these lands are available
These are necessary inholding, without them, costs will be more and timelines longer






 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In summary, having money set aside to make these inholding purchases when they are available and can be negotiated puts us in the best position to complete these necessary acquisitions. 



































Attachment 12 – CFPA Board 2020 Funding Recommendation to SCC 
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